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Text:
New Dutch designer Gerard der Kinderen.

Gerard der Kinderen decided to stop his professional career as a creative and strategy director in the communication business after 20 years, to become a professional designer. He started in December last year and now has a collection of some 20 designs. Some major market players have already shown interest in his designs. In Milan at Designersblock he shows his surprising ‘soft’ table and chair, called ‘ClothTable’ and ‘Soft Square Chair’. “Products that make people smile, I love that” according to Gerard der Kinderen. The ‘ClothTable’ concept is ready for commercialisation in Europe and America. 
After twenty years Gerard der Kinderen decided to start designing furniture again. Gerard visited the, now called, Design Academy, for three years in the beginning of the eighties. Started, and closed after two years, the first ‘Dutch Design Shop’ in The Netherlands and started his design and communication agency.  Recently sold his agency, kept working there but also started designing furniture in December last year.

“I worked as a creative and as a strategy director and to be honest, I began to like it less and less. As I have always done some designing for private use, I felt more and more that I had to return to what I liked most: design products! I took up a month holiday, last December, and the designs came floating. Mid January I had a collection of ca. 20 design concepts, that was more than enough to handle, so I made a decision; I quit my job and started my design career on 1 February 2007.”

Not an easy decision but there were so many positive reactions on his designs that his confidence grew to make this radical career move. “Once I made my decision it felt like I came home, after 20 years!” Gerard says. So what you see in Milan is some of the results of 3 months of being a designer.
The designs

“Last year I came across two special materials; zinc and lacquered foam. The ‘new’ zinc is a highly underestimated sustainable, environmentally friendly, material perfect for outdoor and indoor domestic use. I’ve made some designs using zinc in tables and chairs. The other material ‘lacfoam’ has much potential to enhance comfort and quality for outdoor and indoor furniture. Lacfoam consisits of foam material finished with a durable flexible coating, fully outdoor proof. It enables you to create comfort furniture that surprises the user”.

Gerard was able to get the full support of some professionals in the production business to develop his designs, in a very short period, to production ready designs. Where lacfoam is applied his designs are developed together with Leolac, the leading manufacturer and patent holder of high quality lacfoam products. “I was lucky to meet with Leolac. Together we develop my designs to consumer ready products. It all starts with a design concept, but the hard work starts after that! For me a design is only then finished when the first production series is made and it’s available for the user.” “I take full responsibility, that’s why I have created my own design label called Individuals®.” As long as there’s no other major market player who will commercialise a specific design of Gerard , it stays in the collection of Individuals®. At this moment some designs already have the attention of some large market players. One design, the ‘ClothTable’ concept will soon be available on the market in Europe and America.
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All designs are production ready, pre-production runs can be produced. Market players are welcome for commercialisation of these designs.

All models, if stated 100% outdoor proof, are produced with patented lacfoam technique by Leolac, The Netherlands.

All models where zinc is applied use special treated and applied zinc by ZinX®.
All models where ‘comfort’ and or ’soft’ is part of the description use flexible foam as a part of the construction to enhance comfort.

Technical specifications of the lacfoam coating applied:

· Flame retardant acc. to BS5852 source 0 (cigarette test) and source 1 (small flame test).

· Martindale test till  100.000 cycles: no damage

· Pressure test after 30 000 x a weight of 100 kg: no damage 

· CE-label for medical products class 1. (approved according to 93/42/EEG.) 

· Fully washable (60°) even under high pressure. 

· THE GM sign gained at TÜV Rheinland.  THE GM sign stand for  tested medical product.

· The applied coating systems are almost entirely water based and CFK free.
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